Dialogue for Hope – The Young African Leaders Conference

Name: Sibusisiwe Maseko  

School: Herschel Girls' School
I have three dreams for Africa. They may be idealistic and a little pie-in-the-sky but if we do not dare to dream big, how else will we be able to attain goals that seem unattainable. In my dream, I see Africa as self governed, self-sustainable and self acknowledged.

I think one of the biggest problems Africa has is that even though its nations may have realised independence from colonial powers, it is still governed by external forces. This neo-Imperialism threatens Africa’s ability to grow because we do not have full control of the resources that could enable us to build our economies. Everywhere in Africa, not one major mine is owned by an African company. Oil, gold, diamond, platinum, tanzanite and iron – all these minerals that are major players in the world market are exploited from African lands and sold by foreign companies who offer penitence to Africa in exchange. I think that the first order of business for African nations is to reaffirm their power in their own land. That would not mean taking away mines from business but rather, all new mines that would be found should immediately be bought by government who would use this money to distribute wealth in a continent where poverty is rife and inequality is a growing epidemic.

Self-sustainability is also a huge problem in Africa, mainly because the perception of Africa as a breadbasket is never challenged. Africa continually relies on outside powers – particularly the USA and Europe and more recently, China – for aid to solve its problems such as food shortages and the HIV/Aids pandemic. However, what really needs to be done is that Africa should look within itself for help. That means that more developed countries such as Egypt, Morocco, Botswana and South Africa should give more of their resources to help struggling countries. However, this would also mean that African leaders would have to take a decisive step to isolating and weakening despotic regimes, which threaten the growth of Africa such as in Sudan and Zimbabwe. This would also mean clearing trade barriers that limit African internal trade as well as growing industries that produce goods previously only available outside of Africa, thus limiting trade outside of Africa.

Lastly, the most important dream I have is of self-acknowledgement. Africa is rich with history and culture but it seems as though it continually strives to assimilate itself into Western culture as if this is the only way it will be able to enter into the global stage. I do not believe it is a bad thing that Africans can speak English, but most of the time this can lead to a loss of culture and identity. Perhaps looking out at China and European countries such as France or Germany, one can see that English is not necessarily the language of trade and Africans should try not to always change themselves in order to satisfy the needs of the outside world. In China and France, language has been made to evolve so that it is on par with technological advancements and scientific terms. Doing this not only allows people to be able to converse more easily in their own mother tongue but it also means that people have more access to industry and technology whereas otherwise, they would have had to learn an entirely new language to understand the concepts that arise with technology and industry. The intellectualisation of language and of culture will only see to the growth of people who can access work and industry without falling over themselves to understand it.

These three dreams are all big and idyllic and rather simply thought through, but all of them have to do with Africa looking within itself to solve its own problems. I hope that one day, maybe not in my lifetime, Africa will realise the immense potential it has and take its place on the world stage. Nevertheless, right now, all I can do is dream.
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Name: Sean Darge
School: Rondebosch Boys’ High School
Response:

“I have three dreams for Africa, and three ways we can make these come true...”

Africa is a land of opportunity. Regrettably however, it is consistently plagued by poor governance, misadministration of resources and wealth and—consequentially—famine and warfare. Africa has the potential to service its people extraordinarily and establish itself as a prominent global-market and player. My three ideals for Africa are: to see the sustained practice of good governance; to see the realisation of civil-liberties and socio-economic rights; and to see the true “mental” emancipation of African people. As the causes of these issues are all interlinked and interdependent, so are the methods of actuating the ideals. This essay will highlight these methods of actuation.

Good governance is the cornerstone of any successful state. Proper governance allows for a country to flourish socially, economically and situates a country as a regional—and even global—powerhouse. Supporting this notion is the fact that Africa has a myriad of offerings for the world; African resources, labour and institutional skills can be in even higher-demand if good governance is realised. In order for this to materialise, effective methods of accountability must be established, as well as generally-accepted democratic norms, and respect for these democratic norms. Civil-society structures can assist in achieving this; a strong, uninhibited media-body acts as a watchdog for democracy; the separation of powers vis a vis the judiciary and the executive is crucial to ensure accountability and justice; finally, strong Chapter Nine institutions, non-governmental organisations and peer-review processes facilitate the cause of furthering democracy. With a functioning democracy comes increased investment, and internal growth. Possibilities can then be achieved and Africa will start to realise its true capability.

In order for the realisation of civil-liberties and socio-economic rights to occur, a government requires economic growth. Internal growth is necessary so as to allow a government to spend its wealth on causes of socio-economic rights and civil-liberties. Water and sanitation, education, housing and electricity are only but a few of the most salient rights which millions of Africans are bereft of.  If governments achieve levels of sustained economic growth, they are able to stockpile their wealth and develop beneficial infrastructure, which is necessitated by the plight of the poorest of African people. 

Perhaps the most pressing of issues, the true emancipation of African people crystallizes itself in education. With a proper education, Africans will be truly liberated from the shackles of the past. Following international best-practice, effectual education systems must be established in African countries. With an education Africans can challenge their governments; they can question and determine societal dominant-discourses; they can become a better-informed electorate. More so, education grants Africans freedoms and the belief in freedoms: freedom of speech, movement, association et cetera are all benchmarks of good democracies with good education systems. Practically, a good education allows for skills investment which results in a number of domino-effects: skills increases economic growth, investment, standards of living and margins of income. All of these issues are interlinked and circular, and are ultimately of benefit to African people. 

My three dreams, cemented with ways of seeing them come to fruition, are able to define Africa’s legacy, and give form to the rise of African power.
My leadership experiences

I am Chairman of the Rondebosch Boys’ High School History Society and Debating Society. Both of these positions enable me to engage critically with relevant issues facing Africa. Furthermore, I am Chairman of the Rondebosch Boys’ High School United Africa Society; this locally-based NGO aims to create awareness of the plight of the African Diaspora and raise funds for charities based in war-torn African countries. I am a School Prefect and a Boarding House Prefect. I am Editor of the Rondebosch Schools’ website and I am Captain of the Debating team and two School General Knowledge Quiz Teams. I am a Boarding House Council Member and, of late, I was invited onto the Organising Committee for the 2012 World Schools’ Debating Championships.

I feel that my leadership positions are partly guided by my interests in politics, History and current affairs. If I were selected for this prestigious course, the innate benefits of the program would complement my love for History and hone my skills, which would be of benefit to my society and—one day I hope—to this country.

SCROLL DOWN FOR NEXT ESSAY...

Name: Zipho Woji
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I HAVE THREE DREAMS FOR AFRICA AND THREE WAYS WE CAN MAKE THESE COME TRUE

The characteristic image of Africa is one of a poor malnourished child who is unable to shoo away the flies from her face because she does not have the energy to do so.  Hunger, poverty, and war play integral roles in the problems which Africa faces.  Although food aid from the global west proves to be helpful, these problems can only be alleviated by growth and development in the economy and education.  Furthermore only under efficient leadership can African countries tackle these issues. 

Having fought the colonial powers off African soil, the leaders of many African countries came to high office unprepared to govern countries which had been left broken down. After a number of years in office, these leaders had used state treasuries for their own benefit and left their people to survive in squalor and the violence brought about by tribal wars.  In addition, these leaders refuse to pave the way for younger successors.  We need an Africa which is not weighed down by destructive leadership motivated by greed but an Africa where democratic leadership is promoted and younger leaders are motivated towards politics, because they are the ones who know how the world thinks in this day and age.  Good governance is the hallmark of every fully functional country with a stable economy, which is why African states need to steer way from the old form of governance. 

Africa is a continent rich in natural resources.  However many African countries have no choice but to export these resources and import manufactured goods at high prices owing to the under-development of industry in Africa.  By encouraging labour-demanding industries and driving the entrepreneurial spirit of the people, the economy of African countries will begin to re-establish itself, and unemployment will be alleviated.  The fruits of economic growth will reach every family in Africa, which is why building the economy is an essential part of improving the condition Africa is in.  

The classroom is where a nation begins to be built.  Education has a significant role to play in the future of all African states.  Whether development is defined by economic, social, industrial, or cultural sophistication, academic development is the most important. Education builds literacy and provides training to prepare people for the job market.  To secure an Africa of professionals, higher education in Africa needs to be promoted by introducing strategic education policies and educating communities on the importance of higher education for their children.  If we are to construct Africa into a great continent   of associated nations, we shall need to produce many highly educated individuals and a general population of at least adequately educated people. 

As young leaders, we have the power to decide which shape Africa will take tomorrow. Many Africans want to see their continent rise from the ashes.  If we all stand united as Africans, we can change the global perception of our continent.  Although the re-establishment of Africa will take hard work and determination, there is a generation of men and women who are rising up and taking accountability for their continent.                    
Leadership Achievements

Within my school, I have been:

· Forum representative (class representative) every year from Grade 8 to Grade 11.

· Short listed for prefectship for next year.

· Selected as a committee member of the school’s VOX society, which is a society that deals directly with African matters.

· Nominated twice to attend GYLC (Global Young Leaders Conference), which is an international conference of selected young leaders who have been picked by various people.

